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“Very truly I tell you, unless          
a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only  
a single seed. But if it dies, it   
produces many seeds. ” (Jn 12: 24)  

Does Your Church 

Know About Faith 

Friendship Ministries? 

Unfortunately, chronic  

mental illness does not evoke 

automatic sympathy like 

some other issues.  The     

success of this ministry is 

largely dependent on finding 

those few individuals in   

every church who are like-

minded in our concerns for 

those with mental illness. 

If your church is not familiar 

with FFM, would you        

arrange for us to provide 

information to display?  We 

are also available to speak 

with your Congregation or 

Sunday School Class! 

 

 

April is such a fun time at FFM.  In many families, there is a strong correlation between “fun” and 
“food” and we are no different!  The anniversary of our ministry is in April (we just started our 
17th year!) and our tradition is to celebrate with an in-house Steak & Shrimp dinner, and then 
later in the month, we celebrate the completion of our State inspection with a meal at Golden 

Corral buffet.  Its hard to tell what’s bigger...the smiles, or the plates! 

FILL ’ER UP!                          

 

 

Are We Having Fun Yet?
(Surprisingly... Yes!) 



Page 2  

     For many, the words “Let It 
Go” bring to mind the hit song 
from Disney’s movie “Frozen.” For 
others, the words “Let It Go” are 
used to refer to some sort of pain-
ful experience that weighs us down 
until we “release” its hold on us.  
But there is a third type of “Letting 
It Go”….when a time comes to 
release something, not because it is 
harmful and weighs one down, but 
because it is good, and is being held 
back by our grip. 
     This is where  Patty and I are in 
regards to Faith Friendship Minis-
tries.  As mentioned previously, 
we are actively seeking new leader-
ship for FFM, and hope to transi-
tion out of our roles by September.  
Quite a few people have ques-
tioned whether “Letting Go” will 
be difficult for us to do.  Of 
course, there will be parts of the 
process that will give us very 
mixed feelings.  But there are basic 

we should would create an obstacle, 
and hinder the growth that FFM 
needs.  Furthermore, if we refuse to 
let go of FFM, our hands will not be 
open to receive whatever God has 
for us next. 
     We are letting go of an organ-
ization, not its people.  For us, 
FFM has never been about  creating 
an “entity.”  Its been about helping 
people– people we have grown to 
know and love.  Those relationships 
will continue. We don’t need to 
“run” a ministry to continue minis-
tering to them– just the way we 
minister will change.   
     Finally, Letting go is not a 
question of “If”….but “When”  
and “How.”  Nothing in this world 
lasts forever. But there is great 
peace in entering these transitions 
willingly, according to the plan and 
timing of the Everlasting One . 

principles we are following that 
make the departure easier: 
     FFM does not belong to us, it 
belongs to God.  The main reason 
we established FFM as an independ-
ent, nonprofit ministry– rather than 
a business that we owned– was that 
we wanted it clearly identified that it 
was God’s, not ours.  For 16+ 
years, we have been here as God’s 
servants.  Although we have taken a 
great deal of “ownership” in how 
things were done, it was not to glo-
rify ourselves, but our Master.  And 
our Master has made it clear that our 
job is done. 
     Every end is a new beginning, 
and new beginnings can bring 
great growth.  As referenced in 
John 12:24, sometimes the only way 
to gain abundantly is to release it– 
let it go– even let it appear to die.  
Since our job is done, that means 
someone else’s job needs to start.  
For us to stick around longer than 

From the               
Executive Director, 

Steve Dietch  

Let It Go…. 

Other Happenings... 
Counter-Clockwise from Top Left:  While snowed in during the first (and only!) 

major snowstorm of the year, FFM staff, and family member Donnie, decided to 

make a “Snow-Thing.”  The Youth Group of MiddleCreek Church of the Brethren 

threw us an awesome spring party, complete with food, games and prizes.  Juniors 

from Dayspring Christian Academy helped our family decorate eggs for Easter.  

The Youth Group of Faith Bible Church got busy outside, cleaning up our yard, 

and laying down both stones and mulch. 

In Memory 
The FFM family said goodbye 

recently to Doug Pearce.  Doug 
was one of the first to join our 
family after the ministry was 

started in 2001, and throughout  
his time here, he was one of our 
biggest cheerleaders, and best 
friend.  His dry, witty sense of 

humor, and gentle spirit, made 
him someone that everyone en-

joyed being with.  In addition to 
watching Philadelphia sports 
teams, Doug enjoyed music by 
the Beatles, reading history, 

and following the latest political 
news.  But he especially enjoyed 

his family, & spending time 
with the “love of his life” Mary.  

Thank-you Doug...Cheers! 

 

 “He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to 
gain that which he      
cannot lose.”  Jim Elliott 



Michael & Lorraine Williams 
James & Virginia Woolson 
In Memory of Cynthia 
Long 
Larry & Gayle Lynch 
Alfred & Barbara Aumiller 
In Memory of Pat 
Schlonecker 
Darlene Hamlin 
Joseph & Donna Holwager 
In Memory of Robert     
Wanner 
“The Wanner Cous-
ins” (Richard, Janet, David, 
Jean, and Judy) 
Mark & Michelle Haefner 
In Honor of Mrs. & Mrs. 
Marvin Roberts 60th Anni-
versary: David and Jean 
Sentz 
In-Kind Gifts 
Joe & Sharon Goodman 
Mountville Lions Club 
Larry Miller 
Carol Stigleman 
Jason Swarr 
 
Gifts of Service 
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We Give Praise to God, and Thanks To The Following… Donors: January-March 2017 
Donors 
Anonymous-6 
Alfred & Carol Adey 
Jim & Eileen Beccone 
Tim & Jean Carr 
Marjorie Charlier 
Samuel & Earline Cohn 
Ann Dubbs 
Raymond & Mary Ann Eberly 
Joe Faubert 
Donna Force 
Carey & Carole Fussell 
Joyce Good 
Nancy Henry 
Chuck & Marilyn Hull 
Donna Hutchison 
Stephen & Carol Kambic 
Ruth Kaspar 
Richard & Dottie Kenepp 
Troy & Dorothea Kerstetter 
James & Lois Kime 
Paul & Shirley Kurtz 
Paul & Lydia Kurtz 
Ben & Mary Lapp 
Miriam Leaman 
Janet Lengacher 
Mary Martin 
Nancy Martin 

Kathy Moshos 
Mountville Mennonite Church 
Janice Moore 
Phil & Kim Nolt 
Jay & Dawn Oberholtzer 
Oregon Dairy 
Nick & Lisa Pandelidis Charitable 
Fund 
Park City Diner SOS 
Tim & Donna Pelura 
Ruth Powers 
Joseph & Marie Reba 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
Rose Marie Rineer 
Robert Rowe 
Robert & Gladys Rutter 
Michael & Elaine Savukas 
Steve Schoffstall 
Shock & Awe Electric 
James & Jodie Smiley 
Doris Sneath 
St. John Chrysostom Orthodox 
Church 
Ronna Stoe 
Kenneth Taylor 
Lancaster Alliance Church 
Wayne & Carol Stemmer 
August & Lori Weker 

Faith Bible Fellowship 
Patty Good  
Joe & Sharon Goodman 
Thatcher Kratz 
Mike & Grace Julian Family 
Lancaster Alliance Church  
Manor Church 
Middlecreek Church of the Breth-
ren 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
Nancy Reitz 
Susan Strayer 
Larry Zook 

We apologize for any donation that 
is not listed.  Please contact us if you 
did not receive an acknowledgement 
for donations made during the 1st 

quarter of 2017.   

 That FFM was invited to share at 4 churches 
so far this year– Burning Hearts, Middle 
Creek Church of the Brethren, Mountville 
Mennonite, and St Paul’s UMC, Mountville. 

 We finally got the official word that there 
were no regulatory citations in our         
relicensing inspection in January.   

 That the PTSD Workshop hosted by the 
Lanc Christian Council on Disability, of 
which FFM is a member, blessed many. 

Praises 

 For the person God has chosen to be our 
next Executive Director, and our ability to 
recognize him/her.   

 A late season of flu and illness hit our fami-
ly very hard.  Pray that all would be healed 
quickly, and that our staff would be re-
freshed 

 For additional members for our Board of 
Directors 

 For the financial resources necessary to 
enable FFM’s to minister for years to come. 

Prayers 

Welcome to the Family! 

We are please to announce that 
Jason Weirich will be joining us 
as our Director of Resident Life, 
with his primary duty being the 
Administrator of Faith Friend-

ship Villa.  Jason has served as a 
mental health case manager and 

supervisor in York the past 8 
years, and in pastoral ministry 

prior.  He brings enthusiasm and 
expertise that we feel will be a 
blessing to FFM, and its Family! 

Welcome to the Family! 

Mike Gaines has joined our 
Board of Directors, and will 

serve as Treasurer.  Mike 
worked for many years at 

Zondervan Publishers, and 
currently is the Sales Man-

ager at Little Mountain 
Printing (publisher of “The 
Fishwrapper.”)  Mike is an 
Elder at Lancaster Alliance 

Church, and has served FFM 
via LAC Uth Group events.   
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Chicken BBQ FUNDRAISERS 

 

Friday june 23, 3p-7p 

Saturday july 22, 10a-5p 

**Froelich Park ** 

350 w main st Mountville 

** (Location Tentative as of Press-time)** 

 

128 West Main Street, PO Box 567 

Mountville, PA 17554                                   

717-285-5596 

Email: home@faithfriendship.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

$10 
Each Meal Includes Half 
Chicken, Baked Potato,     

Applesauce, Dessert, Utensil 
Pack & Bottled Water. 

“Day-of” sales will be made 
until sold out, but to buy an 

advance sale ticket and     
reserve a meal please call   

Steve 285-2583 x412 or email 
Sdietch@Faithfriendship.org  


