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  Spring 2018 So we have come to know and to be-
lieve the love that God has for us. God 
is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him.             
                                  1 John 4:16 (ESV) 
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Mental Health Awareness month, started in 1949 in the United States.   
It is estimated that as many as 18.1% of Americans suffer from depression, schizophrenia 

and bi polar disorder. 
Mental Health Awareness month came about by a presidential proclamation. 
Each year has a theme to promote hope and wellness to people living with mental health 

issues, their families and loved ones.  
The theme for 2018 is “Fitness #4MIND4BODY”  

                                                                                                                                                      
Faith Friendship Ministries is committed to provid-
ing care and housing for people with mental health 
related issues, regardless of their ability to initially pay 
for care.  Those who come to live in our home are not 
residents or clients, they are FAMILY! From the staff, 
to the board of  directors, to the volunteers who serve, 
we are committed to providing safe housing, support-
ive care, and spiritual guidance. Many of our family 
members have lived at The Villa for years and have 

embraced Faith Friendship Ministries as the “family of their heart”. One only has to spend a few 
minutes walking through the hallways of The Villa or spend time during an activity to become 
utterly infected with the joy our family members carry! 

Please consider getting involved. There are volunteer opportunities, giving opportunities and 
prayer opportunities to name a few!    

Contact us at (717) 285-5596 or via email  gdidden@faithfreindship.org to learn how you, 
your church or civic organization may participate in bringing housing stability, support services, 
community connections, and happiness into the lives of our family!  

Sharing the “Love” 

Playing in the Snow Staff Potluck 

Getting the Gold 

Family 



 2 

Page 2  

One thing I have learned about Faith 
Friendship Ministries since accepting 
the positon of Executive Director in 
September, is that it truly is a Faith 
led organization.  Some organizations 
that claim to be faith based are often 
faith in name only. At FFM, we live 
our faith on a daily basis. Without 
faith it is impossible to see God, and 
we see His hand in every day occur-
rences.  

Recently, we hosted an ice cream 
and cake social to honor Steve and 
Patty Dietch for the wonderful work 
they started and built here at FFM. 
After the celebration subsided, Patty 

The work isn’t always easy and cer-
tainly isn’t glamorous, but our load is 
made light because God is at the 
center. I am honored to be part of this 
community and to serve the staff and 
family members at Faith Friendship 
Ministries. If you haven’t been in for a 
visit, consider stopping in to meet the 
family. For those who are faithful 
volunteers, we thank you for your 
service to the least of these. Together 
we are partners in creating a place 
where “Faith and Friendship Create 
Family”.  

 

approached me to share an exchange 
she had with one of the family mem-
bers. They were commenting on how 
blessed they have been to be a part 
of this ministry for their housing and 
care needs.  Many of our family mem-
bers are of low income status. They 
are all too familiar with the challenge 
that navigating through the govern-
ment systems can be. In this context, 
the family member commented “Faith 
Friendship isn’t a government thing, 
it’s a God thing!” How wonderful to 
know that our family members feel 
God’s presence and see His hand at 
work on a daily basis.  

 The fire that occurred on Good Friday was contained quickly 
and no one was hurt .  

 There are several opportunities for growth and expansion to 
do more to serve the least of these in our community.  

 For the nice evening we had celebrating Steve and Patty. 

 For God to bring the right new family members to fill the 
open beds at FFV. 

 For new donor partnerships and grant opportunities  to 
open up.  

 Continued safety and peace for staff and residents.   
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