
Meet  the Family 
COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT: JANET POYSHER

Meet Janet Poysher.  She has witnessed many people transition in and out, 
through the doors of the house located at 128 West Main Street in Mountville, 
PA. Janet holds the honor of being the longest living family member at this 
address.  Janet moved into Mountville Pines 33 years ago. Mountville Pines was 
the name of the former care home that was to eventually become The Villa, now 
owned and managed by Faith Friendship Ministries. 

Janet and I recently had a conversation about her life reflections. Born and raised 
in Ephrata, PA, she was the only child of a father who worked in a local pretzel 
factory and mother who was an assistant manager at Silk Co.  She shared fond 
memories of attending school, growing up in a wonderful neighborhood and 
doing activities such as visiting the local Ephrata Cloisters and living in the town 
center of Ephrata. Her family attended the Church of the Nazarene. 

After High School, Janet would clean other people’s homes for a living. She 
eventually married and had children.  At some point, her life changed, depression 
set in, and Janet was unable to care for herself. It was at this time, she learned of 
Mountville Pines, which later became The Villa. Janet had some lovely things to 
say about her home. She loves Faith Friendship Ministries and said she felt loved 
and cared for, just like a family! She recalls when Steve and Patty Dietch took 
over her care home and how the changes were positive and made her feel happy 
and at peace. 

Some of Janet’s favorite things are fried chicken, the color turquois and roses, 
but staff say her most favorite thing is ice cream! Janet is best known for being first in line for ice cream. Her 
face lights up at the mention of the frozen treat. As a matter of fact, when I came to visit Janet in the nursing 
home she recently transitioned in to, she had just finished a dish of Breyers strawberry ice cream. The nurses 
mentioned it is her favorite!  Another phrase Janet is known to say often is “My, How time flies!” 

Although Janet is currently in nursing care, she reports to feel good, stronger and is looking forward to Spring 
and Summer, her favorite time of year, mostly because she enjoys the warmer weather. Before we said good 
bye, she asked me to say hello to her long time roommate, Nancy, her Care Director Andrea and the many 
direct care staff who have helped her throughout the year of transition.  As I said my good byes to Janet, she 
said, “Time flies, it is February already!” “Yes it does!” I agreed, as I walked the hallway I couldn’t help but 
think not only does time fly but it is the end of an era as our longest residing family member has turned a new 
chapter in her life. God Bless you, Janet, until we meet again! 
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Above : Janet and her care 
director, Andrea Rohrer



A Note From 
CHARIS GRAMM

I started working at Faith 
Friendship Ministries in 
2014.  My husband had 
worked here for years 
before I started and when 
several staff were out on 
extended leave, I started as 
a way to help out.  I had 
visited Rusty here many 
times and also volunteered 
over the years.  The FFV 
family always loved when 
our daughters would come 
in for a visit (they still do) 
so we’d try to stop by and visit on a semi regular 
basis.  I quickly fell in love with the family of 
Faith Friendship.  The residents and staff quickly 
became another family that filled a part of my heart 
I didn’t know needed filled.  In 2016, when a Care 
Ministry Director position opened, I was excited 
for the opportunity to serve in a different way.  I 
loved being able to care for the family in another 
dimension.  I’ve always had a servant’s heart and 
this was one more way that I could love and serve 
a population that has captured my heart.

Psychology was one of my favorite college courses 
and I find it fitting that God has directed my steps 
into a position of services to a “least of these” 
population who struggle with mental health.  I 
love Faith Friendship.  As I’ve transitioned to 
Administrator over the last 9 months or so, my 
love for the family here has grown.  Our residents 
are truly some of the most genuine, sweetest 
people you will ever meet.  They have created a 
care and love for each other that is unheard of in 
other personal care homes.  They look out for each 
other and welcome new residents, staff, and visitor 
with open arms.  If you have never stopped by for 
a visit and would like to, please let me know and 
I’d love to set up a tour, introduce you to some 
of the sweet people who live and work here, and 
share my love of this special ministry with you!

A Note From 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“Faith Friendship Ministries is one of a kind!” 
This seems to be the reoccurring theme when 
people tour our home for the first time. It is an 

honor to steward this organization for the residents, 
staff, and Mountville/ Lancaster community. As 
more and more small, independent care homes 

struggle to keep the doors open, I am humbled at 
how God provides for The Villa on a daily basis.

 
This has been a busy season! Since the last 

newsletter was printed, we have seen some residents 
move on to nursing care, and new residents call 

The Villa home. We celebrated Christmas, a New 
Year, a successful state inspection, and Valentine’s 

Day to name a few.  We installed a brand new 
stove, and been host to countless volunteers who 

not only help lighten the load, but enrich our lives 
more than they can know. 

Recently, I have been given opportunity to speak 
to many PA State Senator’s about the need to help 

small care homes keep their doors open. Their 
interest in our residents was truly overwhelming. 

Thank you to all our supporters, cheer leaders, 
volunteers and loved ones, for helping to make 

Faith Friendship Ministries a place where Faith and 
Friendship Create Family! 

Blessings,

Gwen
Gwendolyn F, Didden, MHS, PCBA

Executive Director

CORRECTION: The correct spelling of William’s 
name in our Fall issue is Faris

Where Faith & Friendship 
Create a Family™





Christmas AT THE VILLA

Rest in Peace

Gwen Didden, Donnie Rohrer, 
Claire Keyes 

Ron Miller opening gifts! 

Gwen Didden, Scott Christ, 
Jim Zook 

Joyce Frane, Kitchen Manager 

Bob Pelura modeling 
his new jacket 

2018

Gwen Didden spoke at Hempfield United 
Methodist’s famine night with the many 
young people in attendance about what 

Faith Friendship Ministers is all about. The 
group pictured participated in acts of service 

at The Villa as part of the project. 
Thank you to Hempfield UMC and First 

UMC for volunteering and caring!

UMC   Famine

We said good bye to one of our own. 
JANE SMITH 

August 28, 1949-February 23, 2019



Save the Date 

10/10/2019 Faith Friendship will be hosting 
their first annual Signature Event to held at 

The Star Barn. More details to follow!

It all started with two friends, a text message between 
moms’ and an invitation to attend the Christmas Eve 
service at Manor Church.  Samaya and Sammie, both 
age 11, attend Central Manor School, where their 
friendship began. Samaya, who attends Manor Church, 
invited Sammy and her family to attend church on 
Christmas Eve.  Although Sammy’s family had vacation 
plans over the holiday, they decided to postpone leaving 
for their trip and attend church instead. 

Manor Church has a tradition of picking a local 
nonprofit agency, highlighting a need, and collect an 
offering to meet that need.  This year, a strategic word 
from Jim Zook, Care Manager at Faith Friendship 
Ministers, to Pastor Bryan Gerlach at Manor Church, 
informing the pastor of the immediate need of a new 
industrial stove and oven, started a conversation that 
resulted in Manor Church picking Faith Friendship 
Ministries as the recipient of the Christmas Eve blessing. 
A video was produced to convey the need to the 
attendees to be viewed at all Christmas Eve services. 

As the video played, Sammy’s mother Becky, who works 
for Clark Food Service Equipment, realized she could 
bring this need to the Clark Foundation and perhaps 
provide some assistance for the stove. To our surprise, 
Clark Foundation not only provided a brand new stove, 
but removed and disposed of the old stove and provided 
a commercial Bunn coffee maker as well, at no cost to 
Faith Friendship Ministries! 
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Check out our website at faithfriendship.org and 
follow us on Facebook

Pastor John Pletcher, lead pastor at Manor 
presented Gwen Didden, FFM Executive 
Director, with a check for $8,018.00, the final total 
of the Christmas season donations (photo on below). 
Since Clark Foundation met 
the stove need, these funds 
can be used for other needs 
such a bed or head board 
replacements and additional 
repairs.  Who says miracles 
don’t happen? We witnessed 
one this year!  

A CHRISTMAS Miracle


